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Just like people and animals, lakes and ponds also 
have a life cycle. The life cycle phases for a pond 
reflect the amount of natural organic material in 

 inthe water. Ponds and lakes typically began as crystal 
clear bodies of water. Over centuries, naturally oc-
curring sediments and erosion results in the water 
becoming filled in with orgnic materials.  As plants and 
animals live and die, their nutrients are recycled and 
additional organic material enters the lake. This cycle 
typically takes thousands of years. The variable that 
increases the aging of a lake are the actions of people. 
As humans use the lake and surrounding land, their 
activities add additional nutrients to the water. 

One of the most harmful elements to add to the 
water is phosphorus. Although a lake needs phospho-
rus, sufficient quantities occur naturally in soil and 
other sediments. Additional phosphorus and other 
nutrients that enter the water through human activi-
ties can upset the ecological balance of the lake.

With a little bit of effort, we can all be responsible 
stewards and take the extra time to have a positive 
impact in our small environmental world of Prindle 
Lake. There are a number of actions we can all take to 
ensure the right type of water is entering the pond — 
to keep it healthy and enjoyable for this season and 
seasons to come.

Some suggested activities:
•  Leave as much vegetation on slopes as possible to 

reduce velocity of storm water runoff and filter 
out sediments.

•  Create the largest possible buffer along the shore-
line (30 feet recommended by leaving existing 
vegetation and rocks and planting small shrubs.)

•  Develop a winding dirt path to your shore or 
dock. This generates less erosion that a steep 
paved path.

•  Do not add sand to the beach area. Introduced sand 
is a major source of sediments and phosphorus.

•  Direct runoff towards wooded areas so sediments, 
toxins, and nutrients can be filtered out. Water 
that runs directly into the lake is a prime source of 
phosphorus which promotes growth of algae and 
other plants.

•  Remove dead plant material that washes into shore.
•  Reduce the use of pesticides. If you must use them, 

do not use prior to, or shortly after, a storm. Do 
not discard left over pesticides down drains or 
into the ground.

•  Wash vehicles away from the pond. Use phos-
phate-free detergents.

•  If you change the oil in your car, do not pour it 
into the ground. Place in a container and take to a 
gas station or suitable place for proper disposal.

• Use phosphate-free laundry and kitchen soaps.
•  Maintain your septic system

— Excerpted from “Abrams Pond Association” and  
“The Practical Guide to Lake Management in MA” 
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Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 12, 2009 • 10am Grange Hall

The Annual Meeting will begin at 10am in the Grange Hall.  An annnual meeting is a
By-Law requirement. The meeting is a forum for you to learn what is happening at the 
lake as well as the state of our treasury, and to have a say in the future direction of the 

Prindle Lake Association. The Board of Directors, Secretary, and Treasurer will be elected at 
this meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend, but you must be a paid member of the PLA in 
order to vote.

The By-Laws of the Association govern the composition of the Board of Directors. To insure 
broad representation, they allow for three Directors from Oak Ridge Drive, three from Pump-
kin Lane, and three to five additional directors at-large, as well as a Secretary and a Treasurer. 
The President is elected by the Directors at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting.

Exercise your right to vote by joining us on September 12 for the Annual Meeting. 
Hope to see you there!



The Prindle Lake Association’s primary mission 
is to protect and maintain Prindle Lake and its 
watershed area. That mission has never been 

put to the test more than in the last year.
The state Office of Dam Safety has ordered that 

the dam be brought into compliance by November 
30th of this year. The owner (Santos Irrevocable 
Trust) has informed the ODS that they have selected 
the alternative to breach the dam in order to satisfy 
the ODS and relieve themselves of any continued lia-
bility regarding dam safety issues. The existence of the 
lake is in serious jeopardy, and it is the Association’s 
intent to see the dam repaired and not destroyed.

We have made some progress by working with 
the dam owner, the Town of Charlton, and the State. 
The town is interested in helping to find a way to 
preserve the lake, and the dam owner is receptive 
to a plan through which it would transfer ownership 
of the dam to the town and contribute an undis-
closed amount of money towards the repair cost. The 
engineering firm hired by the owner estimates repair 
costs at $325,000 to $375,000, and breaching costs 
at $162,000.

Most of the lake abutters agree with the Town’s 
request that those who would benefit from the dam 
repair contribute a fair portion of the cost via a bet-
terment assessment. We believe the Town should also 
contribute, recognizing their ownership of lakefront 
property (including the Town Beach) and the loss of 

$80,000 to $100,000 in annual tax revenue if the lake 
were eliminated. The Town may be able to apply for 
grants toward this end.

Town and State attorneys advised the Town that 
special legislation would be required to authorize 
the acquisition of dams and assess betterment fees 
for dam-related purposes.  At the May 18, 2009 Town 
Meeting, an article was approved to allow Selectmen 
to petition the State for this legislation. That legisla-
tion is now Senate Bill 2108, filed by Senator Brewer 
and co-sponsored by Representative Alicea, and is 
currently under Joint Committee review. If approved 
by the Committee, it could go to the House and 
Senate in September for a vote.

The Board of Selectmen has chosen not to begin 
any negotiations with the dam owner until S2108 is 
enacted.  When and if that occurs, finalizing owner-
ship and transfer terms, identifying sources of funding, 
and defining the betterment assessment will ultimate-
ly be subject to approval at a Town Meeting.

If that effort should fail, it might be necessary to 
proceed with legal action to prevent the owner from 
breaching the dam. That would clearly involve expens-
es beyond the means of the Association, as filing for 
an injunction alone would consume almost all of the 
current account balance. However, breaching the dam 
is not an acceptable option.

We need your commitment and con- 
tinued support!

Prindle Lake Dam

2009 Prindle Lake Inspection

Gerry Smith of Aquatic Control, Inc.,
accompanied by PLA President Andrew 
Visser, inspected Prindle Lake in August 2009.

Gerry Smith reported that the lake water 
was unusually clear and that there was an ac-
ceptable amount of plant growth.  No chemical 
treatment for 2009 was recommended.  The 
population of plant growth including pond lilies 

was scattered and should not pose any problem 
to swimming and other recreational use.

It was noted that there was an expected 
heavier plant growth in some cove areas that 
may need treatment next year.

Any significant change in the lake water ap-
pearance will be reported to Aquatic Control 
for evaluation and possible treatment options.



Many Thanks to 
Our 2009 Contributors
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Thanks to all who paid their 
2009 dues and to those who 
contributed to the Lake Man-

agement and Save the Lake funds.
For those who didn’t, it’s never 

too late. Dues are $30/year. As we 
enter this most critical period, it’s 
important to show State and Town 
officials that we have a large num-
ber of concerned citizens. In this 
time of economic hardship, please 
at least consider paying member-
ship dues to show your support, 
even if additional funds aren’t avail-
able. Thanks for your continuing 
support.

Please send your dues and/or 
contributions to:

Prindle Lake Assoc., Inc.
PO Box 386
Charlton, MA 01507

Membership

The Association’s year started with a treasury 
balance of $13,867.67 (as of 8/1/008). No weed 
treatment was required during the year, enabling 

us to preserve those resources against future needs. 
Due to financial cuts by the Town of Charlton, all bud-
geted money for weed control in the Town has been 
eliminated for the foreseeable future, so any upcoming 
treatments will fall solely to the Association.

Expenses during the year included the following: 
$8,905 for attorney’s fees, related to issues regarding 
the dam; $614.65 for real estate taxes, on land owned 
by the PLA; $222.04 for supplies; and $605 for miscel-
laneous expenses.

Income received from members and supporters 
totaled $9,810. There was also $4.43 of interest earned.

After expenses, the year-end balance was 
$13,335.41 (as of 7/31/09).Please note this amount 
is less than the beginning balance, despite the sav-
ings from no weed treatment.  A lake-wide treatment 
would cost the entire remaining balance, leaving noth-
ing to protect the dam.

Our membership has fallen from 39 households 
in 2008 to 32 this year. If you have not renewed your 
membership yet, please do so at the annual meeting or 
by mail. Please support YOUR lake!

The Year in Review

or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.


